
Episode 3: “This criminal disregard for the treaty pledges” 

The transcript for this episode is available on nationalcrimepod.ca. 

More resources on historical thinking are available through The Critical Thinking Consortium. 

Pre-Listening Discussion Questions 

HIstorical Thinking Concept: Continuity and Change 

Social, political, economic, environmental, and technological aspects of life change and stay the 
same in history. Changes occur at different rates. Changes can be positive or negative, or both. 
Historians can assess changes and constants for their importance. Notable changes are called 
“turning points”, as they make a significant difference in people’s lives and society. 

Episode 3 focuses on the period between 1908 and 1938, with some examples of medical 
experimentation from later in history. As a class or in small groups, talk about historical periods 
or events from 1908 and 1938 that you are familiar with. After generating 2 - 3 responses, 
determine if each period or event resulted in a substantial change to those impacted or if society 
remained the same. Share your assessments of changes and constants and compare them with 
others’ assessments of the same period or event. You can also discuss other examples of how 
change and continuity occur at the same time in our own lives and in history. 

Listening Activities 

While listening, takes notes using a chart to record evidence of continuity and evidence of 
change related to the following themes: 

• Illness in Residential Schools and First Nation communities.
• Indigenous advocacy.
• Bryce’s advocacy.
• Newspapers’ reactions to The Story of a National Crime.
• Medical professionals and settler communities’ attitudes toward illness in First Nations.
• How and why the government addressed the tuberculosis crises.

Post-Listening Question 

1. What stood out to you in the episode?

Post-Listening Activity 

HIstorical Thinking Concept: Continuity and Change 

Using what you learned in the podcast episode and previous episodes, work in small groups to 
determine the changes and constants related to the themes below. A small number of themes 
can be assigned to each group. 

1. Illness and food security in communities and Residential Schools.
2. First Nation advocacy.

https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/resources/thinking-about-history/


 

3. The Indian Act and Residential School attendance. 
4. Transmission of tuberculosis to communities. 
5. The government’s fulfillment of treaty promises. 
6. Medical professionals' attitudes towards sick Indigenous Peoples. 
7. Residential School repairs and improvements. 
8. The way the Residential School administrators responded to children with tuberculosis. 
9. Media reactions to Bryce’s publications. 
10. The government’s reactions to reported evidence. 
11. The government’s motivations for dealing with tuberculosis. 
12. Non-Indigenous peoples’ perceptions of health in First Nations. 

 
Possible additional questions 
 

1. How significant is The Story of a National Crime to understanding the history of 
Residential Schools and historic health care available to Indigenous Peoples in Canada? 
Is the information contained in the pamphlet is notable? Were the consequences 
widespread and lasting? Do the findings represent a historical trend.  

2. Do you think The Story of a National Crime has been adequately memorialized and 
remembered in Canada? What affects the way it is collectively remembered? 

3. What are historical beliefs and values that caused the government to act on the 
tuberculosis crisis in Indigenous communities? How are the historical views and values 
different from current views and values? 

4. Using evidence from the episode, how do the examples of medical experimentation 
between the 1930s and 1950s reflect the ethical beliefs of the time? 

 

https://definingmomentscanada.ca/bryce100/the-story-of-a-national-crime-text/

